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To the Reader. 


THE Preacher had not the leaſt idea of printing the fol- 


lowing diſcourſe, till ſolicited to do it by many of bis Hearers. In ſub- 
miſſion to their partial opinion of it, He ventures to make it public, not 
from any notion he himſelf entertains of its being entitled to ſo flattering - 
g compliment. 


A 
SN 
preached APRIL 23, 1789. 


PSALMS, LXVI. 7. 
He ruleth by bis Power for ever : His E yes bebold the nations. 


HE chief advantage of Revelation lies in giving us worthy 
notions of God and of his providential Government of the 
Univerſe. The Heathen Philoſophers were ſtrangely at a loſs 
whenevet they undertook to account for the accidents of this world ; 
but the glorious light of God's Word hath diſcover'd to us more 
comfortable views, and we are taught that not only the immenſe 
univerſe conſiſting of Syſtems and Worlds was created, and is ſtill 
governed by an omnipotent and omnipreſent Being ; but that every 
individual part, and every inhabitant of each part is continually 
protected, ſupported, and governed by Him, even ſo that the 
very hairs of our head are all number'd, and not a ſparrow falleth to 


the ground without our heavenly Father. — What a comfortable 
conſideration 


a. Matth. x. 29. 30. 
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conſideration 1s this hto a rational mind, in order to ſupport the | 
f Spirits through the perplexities of this Life, to be convinced that | 


| f not only the good things of the world are the gift of a powerful | 
=_ and juſt, of a wiſe and good Being ; but that the evils thereof both 
[ ; natural and moral are no leſs permitted for the beſt, and wiſeſt | 
| purpoſes! To this great Governor of the univerſe therefore we 


ought to look up at all times, both when we labour under diſtreſ- 
, ſes, (b for affliftion cometh not forth of the duſt, neither doth trouble 
=_ opring out of the ground; for He only can remove them: and alfo 
= when we are bleſſed by the good things of life ; for to Him ſolely | 
is the Praiſe due, and the want of acknowledgment on our part 
is the blackeſt ingratitude. The obligation is the ſame whether 
we have been ated upon in the more ſudden way of inſtantaneous 
miracle, or whether the contrivances of human agents have been 
| ſuffer d to take ſlow effect in obedience to the will of Heaven. 
| The Powers given to man, and even to inanimate matter are the gift 
=_. of God, and ceaſe to exiſt at his word: and by theſe ſecond cauſes 
FP God is wont to execute his Judgments upon Worlds, upon Na- 
=_ tions, and upon Individuals. 


1 hes ] 


« From this notion of Providence may be given a plain and 
= direct anſwer to that queſtion of the prophane fataliſt, hat is 
1 '« the Almigh'y, that we ſhould ſerve him? and what profit ſhall we 
_—_ cc Have 


b. Job v. 6. 
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c. Job xxi. 15, The author takes the liberty of expreſſing his own idea 
nearly in the appoſite words of Dr, 8. Clarke. Vol. 6. p. 317. 
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e pave, 'if we pray unto him? Indeed, if the courſe of nature 
ce and thoſe things which we call ſecond cauſes were independent 
« upon Providence; there would be reaſon to aſk, what benefit 
te there could be either in Prayer or in Thankſgiving. But upon 
« the principles already laid down, it is very plain that Prayer and 
« Thankſgiving are as much due to God for whatever is brought 
© about by natural means, as if He had done the thing by any 
te other inſtruments inſtead: of theſe, even by the moſt miraculous 
« powers.” a : 


It is almoſt unneceſſary to point out to you the obvious connec- 
tion between theſe obſervations, and the occaſion of this our 
extraordinary aſſemblage. A ſhort time ſince (I truſt, I am doing 
juſtice to every one) we all labour'd under the deepeſt national 
diſtreſs, from our hearts lamenting over the moſt miſerable condi- 
tion of our King, and ſympathizing moſt feelingly in the domeſtic 
agony of the Royal Family. With pious Zeal we offer'd up our 
Prayers to the King of Kings, acknowledging the merits of his 
Judgement upon us and his Power to remove it, and ſupplicating 
Him that,-in compaſſion to us all, He would mercifully be pleaſed 
to withdraw from our afflited Sovereign his heavenly viſitation, 
and give His bleſſing to the human means uſed for his recovery. 
In gracious pity towards us, God hath been pleaſed to hearken to 
and accept our united Prayers: the calamity which had befallen 
us is mercifully removed from us: the art of man hath proſper'd 
beyond our moſt ſanguine expectations: the beſt of Kings is re- 
ſtored to his loving Subjects: the Huſband and the Father to his 


deſpairing 
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[$7 | 
deſpairing Family. To God therefore, the Diſpoſer of all 
Events, the Governor of the World, everywhere preſent and ſeeing 
all things let us give the Praiſe, and offer up to Him the juſt tribute 
| of Gratitude, Honor, and Adoration. For He ruleth by His Power 
for ever : His Eyes behold the nations. 4 


On ſuch an occaſion ſo pregnant with good to theſe Realms, 


and ſo immediately intereſting to himſelf, it highly becomes the 
piety of our Sovereign to call upon his People and to unite his 
own with their acknowledgments of God's mercy towards himſelf 
and us. In the firſt enthuſiaſm of Joy, the human heart is wont to 
break out in the leſs filent tranſports of mutual congratulation 
and feſtivity : but when the agitation of animal ſpirits hath ſubſided, 
religion ſhould reſume her place, and the throne of Heaven ſhould 
be addreſſed with calm and rational thankſgiving. So it would 
reflect national diſgrace upon us, were we to make our preſent 
fehcity an occaſion only of eating and drinking, and refuſe eur 
grateful acknowledgments to the Author of it. Indeed, ſuch in- 
gratitude would be ſufficient to provoke the wrath of God: it 
would ſeem as if our hearts were as hard as the heart of Pharaoh; 
who, while the plagues inflicted upon him through Moſes awaken'd 
his ſenſibility, beſought the Prophet's interceſſion with his God, 
yet, when they were removed, forgat his promiſes, and hardened 
his heart ſtill more againſt the Lord. On the contrary to ſee a 
nation from one end of it to another, from the thronged metropolis 
to the moſt remote corner of it, from the Sovereign to his pooreſt 
Subject, together with one voice praiſing God for an act of deliver- 

ance 


% 


+ 
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ance not in extempory effuſion and ſudden ſtarts of devorion; but 
with compoſed. and mature tefle&ion aſcribing that to Him; which 
can be aſeribed to no other Being in the univerſe: adding this to 
His paſt mercies towards this Land (How many very ſignal mer - 
cies we have before received from Him our national hiſtory will 
remind us, ) and: ſending forth the joyful noiſe of Pſalms'and grate- 
ful Hallelujahs 470 the Reck of our Salvation, ein that He bath heard 
us and hath attended to the voice of our Prayer; that be butb not turned 
away our Prayer nor bis Mercy from us-——this:muſt be a pleaſant 
fight to Angels and conſcious. Spirits, and acceptable to God 
Himſelf, This muſt be the moſt certain way to ſecure to ourſelves 
a continuance of his Favour and to enſure it to future generations; 
for * happy is that people whoſe' God is the Lord. 


We are aſſembled therefore in this pious duty of thankfgiving, 
not on account of dear-bought ſucceſſes by our fleets and armies, 
and doubtful victories in conteſts of doubtful equity, but in a cauſe 
of an unequivocal nature, in which we cannot but be unanimous 


and undivided: in a cauſe wherein we are intereſted as fellow- 


creatures, fellow-chriſtians, and fellow-citizens. For whether or 
not we ſhould recover to the throne of theſe Realms a King ex- 
emplarily Pious towards God, the firſt in promoting Virtue and 
Religion among us, ever attentive to the welfare and happineſs of 
his Subjects, the encourager of every thing that has a tendency to 
| | 1 aggrandize 


6. PC. Ixvi. 19. 


d. Pal. Ixxix. 26. 


f. Pſ. exliv. 15. = 
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aggrandize and to adorn us, àdminiſtering Juſtice with impartial 
ſway, extending his mercy as far as the intereſt of Government 
will allow, and executing the juſt ſevetity of the Laws with tender- 
neſs and unwillingſenſibility '—-whether he ſhould continue actively to 
fill the eminent ſtation to which his Anceſtors were invited, or by 
unconſcious and untimely reſignation yield to the preſſing neceſſity 
of the public: whether He de ſuffer'd by the will of Heaven to 
govern us for a longer period, or be called prematurely from Earth 
to a better Kingdom theſe things, I ſay, intereſt us deeply and 
undividedly ; nor can the page of hiſtory exhibit a nation more 
unanimous in their Joy than this now is. Joy ſo univerſal from 
the Courtier to the meaneſt Cottager cannot proceed from any 
thing but undiſſembled and confidential Love; nor that Love be 
founded but in the perception of every ſocial and civil happineſs. 
From the motives of Love and Gratitude it behoves us moreover to 
petition the throne of God, that He would graciouſly vouchſafe to our 
Sovereign a perſect and continuous reſtoration of health and all worldly 
bleſſings: to the Queen and other Royal Relatives a bleſſed rever- 


ſion of comfort and ſearleſs ſecurity in his re- eſtabliſnment: and to 


the nation at large, that we may live uninterruptedly under his 
Government, till it ſhall pleaſe the wiſe Diſpoſer of all Events to 


take him to Hirnſelf, and then that we may reſign ourſelves pa- 


tiently to His Holy will. 


But let us not think that we have diſcharged our conſciences 
towards God by our mere attendance on this ſolemnity, or joining 
however devoutly in the Service appointed for the occaſion, The 
diſtance between God, who hath beſtowed his mercy upon us, and 
ourſelyes, who have been ſo raiſed from a ſtate of deſpondency is 

infinitely 


{ 31 ] 


infinitely great; and therefore He is not to be approached by 
deluſive homage, by the ſervice of the lips or occaſional fits of 
devotion only. A grateful man is beft known by his works as a 
tree is by its fruit. To what end can a God of infinite Goodneſs 
afflict a creature capable of thought and of a reaſonable capacity ? 
not merely to diſplay his own Power ſurely. That were an argu- 
ment of Tyranny. But the God who governs the univerſe is a 
Father unto creation, as a Father therefore He wills nothing ſo 
much as the welfare and happineſs of his creatures: His laws are 
calculated to this great end : He hath inveſted all his works with 
peculiar properties or powers ſubſervient to the purpoſes of pre- 
ſervation and order: He viſiteth the worlds with Favour or afflic- 
tion as is in the end moſt for their good. For every affliction 
therefore, which befals us indiyidually or nationally, we ſhould 
endeavour to find out the cauſe. It may be ſent us as a puniſh- 
ment for our Sins: it may be as a trial of our Love and Faith; 
For every bleſſing we ſhould earneſtiy thank our heavenly Father, 
and endeavour to merit His goodneſs to us by returns of greater 
Love and more perfect obedience to His Laws. Have we pro- 
voked the moſt High to ſend that dreadful calamity upon us, which 
We have been deploring ? alas! what have we not deſerved at his 
hands !—are we already ſo much wiſer and mended as to deſerve . ' 
the removal of that or any other affliction God might have laid 
upon us? our merits are yet - infinitely below our Maker's mercy 
to us. It behoves us therefore diligently to examine and to amend 
our conduct, and 8 Sin no more leſt a worſe thing come unto us. 


B2- The 


g. John v. 14. 
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The neceſſity for reformation of morals among us has long been 
lamented, and as long as iniquity abounts: fo long it behoves 
Rulers and Teachers to inſiſt upon it, however tireſame the topic 
to prophane ears. Our Sovereign has 'long deplored the vices of 
his people; and one of his laſt ats, before it pleaſed our heayenly 
King to afflict us in his affliftion, was the iſſuing of his royal pro- 
clamation to his Subje s to amend their lives. His firſt declara- 
tions, ſince by the ſame over-ruling Power he has been reſtored to 
his former health, were that he would continue his diſcouragement 
of wickedneſs and promote, as far as in him lay, the cauſe of Virtue 
and Religion. Times have been when the Monarch's favour 
might be had by acts of rebellion againſt God, In the preſent 
reign he is declared to be the beſt entitled to it, who dares to be 


eminently virtuous. Since then example in the firſt and greateſt 


Perſonags in theſe realms has not been and, from ſuch happy au- 
ſpices we may be ſure, will not be wanting in public and private 
Virtue ; if we yet ſuffer greater and ſeverer judgments, the cauſe 
muſt be ſought for among ourſelves, In ſocial bodies each rank 
of men reſpectively looks up to its ſuperior as a model, If there- 
fore the very higheſt ſets a bad example, all the inferior ones uſually 
are bad. If, on the contrary, vice ſtill continues prevalent among 


all the latter, while the former remains eminently good and earneſt 


for reformation, their corruption muſt be great indeed. The higher 
ranks therefore among us, thoſe who by riches and by offices of 
public truſt ſtand higheſt in order, have peculiar obligations upon 
them to become patterns, in imitation of the Sovereign, in the 
public and private exerciſes of Religion, that ſo their ſubordinate 


ranks may continue the ſame zeal for God's Honor to the loweſt, 
Thus 


+ }_ -- —— I _ 


* 


ta 1 


Thus with God on our Tide and his protection aſſured- to us by oor 
obedience to his commands, we need not fear the hoſts of enemies, 


either ſpiritual or human; for our-Righteouſack will be our bul.. 


wark and defence, more pak chan Swords and e n 
of war. | | 

But we are far from fuch ſecurity, That a becoming ſenſe of 
Religion is wanting to us, we need only look into our churches 
on the day of Reſt fixed by God's command for the worſhip of 
Himſelf, The vacant ſeats of the abſent, and the irreverent and 
multiform inattention of many preſent will convince us of this 
melancholy truth. The almoſt total neglect of the Lord's Supper” 
is lamentable and pregnant with evil. The, ſcanty knowledge of 
God's holy Word and the ſcornful and contemptuous dereliction 
and reſignation of it to thoſe, whoſe profeſſion doubtlels requires 
their more critical examination of it : the- unwillingneſs to admit 
in ordinary converſation a ſingle ſy]lab'e of God's diſpenfations 
towards us and of his Laws, for the ſake of trifles or of worſe : 
the excluſion of God's Holy name in a ſerious and devout manner, 
and the regardleſs abuſe of it in the moſt horrid oaths and execra- 
tion, —theſe mark a ſad levity of thought, and deficiency of Re- 
ligion diſgraceful to the times. Nay, what is ſtill more diſmal _ 
and portentous of bad conſequences, a ſtrange corruption of ideas 
of right and wrong, or a wonderful perverſion of language has lately 
overwhelmed us. The uſe of language is to talk of and repreſent: 
things according to their nature and e ſſence. Vice therefore ought 
to be ſpoken of with the abhorrence it deſerves, and virtue receive 
its juſt approbation. On the contrary you may hear the greatgſt 


crimes 
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crimes ſpokett of not only with indifference but even with applauſe ; 
and acts, declared by God Himſelf to be very ſinful, Iightly treated 
of, nay, even boaſted of as highly ereditable and meritorious. 


Thus the young Sinner is laughed out of the bluſhings of inno- 


cence, and rallied out of the firſt pains of a wounded conſcience. 
Thus ſome Sins are mitigated into venial errors. by the mild term 
of Imprudence : and others almoſt recommended to the young and 
thoughtleſs by the dangerous ones of Gallantry and Faſhion.' 
Thus too, tho' God hath declared that our Lives were originally 
His gift, and are ſtill in His Power alone, we dare to take away 
our neighbour's by an act which God calls MURDER, and man— 
HONOR. Nay more, we preſume even to diſpoſe of our own Lives 


juſt when we pleaſe, and there are not wanting books of wicked 


Sophiſtry endeavouring to prove our independent power over our 
own exiſtence here: and we all too well know that we almoſt to a 
proverb and byword ſtand -guilty before Gad of the horrid crime 
of SELF MURDER. Not to ſwell the catalogue too far, I ſhall 
mention two things more which reflect national diſgrace. One is 
the violation of the Marriage-bed ſo frequent in our days, that the 
great Councils of the nation have been annually almoſt for ſeveral 
years paſt applied to, in order to diſſolve the matrimonial contract. 


The other is the immoderate fondneſs for GAMING, to the ruin of | 


private fortunes and to the danger of the public revenue: to the de- 


ſtruction of domeſtic peace and to the deſolation of innocent families: 


to the utter ſecluſion of all religious exerciſes and to the introduction 
of every baſeneſs and wickedneſs, of oaths and blaſphemous calling 
upon God, of drowning the ſenſes in ſtrong drink, of miſtruſt, of 
cheating, of envyings, of quarrelling, of homicide and of Self- 

murder, 
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murder. Theſe together with the ordinary attendants on unbound- 
ed luxury mark the manners of many in the higher ranks, and like 
the waters of a flood are ſpreading rapidly over the lower and 
threaten to overwhelm the land ; for many in the lower orders 
imitate thoſe in the higher but too cloſely in principle, tho? eir 
cumſcribed by their oqtward condition and circumſtances from the 
glare of wickedneſs. Hence among the former are added the Sins 
mare peculiar.to Poverty, I mean Theft in all its Shapes from the 
covert and over-reaching tricks of cunning tothe moſt daring and 
and open Fraud. For they tov have learnt to contemn Religion 
and all its Supports, among the reſt the obſervation of the Sab- 
bath: they have their jeſts againſt God and his Laws: they feat - 
not to blaſpheme his Holy name: they can find no deformity in 
vice, hor peculiar lovelineſs in virtue b purting Bitter for feet, and 


fweet for bitter by a ſtrange perverſion. of language and ideas: the 


falſe notions concerning honor them too pervade: they can ſee 
reaſon why men may rob God of the power over their own lives: 
they can invade the rights and happineſs of families by Adultery : 
among them are whole-families brought into ruin and diſgrace by 
the baneful influence of Gaming, the widowed wives lamenting 
the untimely end of ſelf-ſlain huſbands, and the orphan children 
regretting their Father's madneſs. 


But why may we not as eaſily imitate the virtues of our Supe- 
riors, as their vices? There is no reaſon why we ſhould not, and 
there is every reaſon why we ſhould. Our Eſtate here moſt pro- 
bably, 
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bably, and our Eſtate hereafter moſt certainly depends upon ou 


choice. Among the Higher ranks and among the lower too tiere 
are doubtleſs great numbers anxious for the Honor of God. But 
tho their vittues may be and muſt be of eſſential ſervice to the 
nation, and tho for - the'r fakes the day of vengeunce may be de- 
fer!d; yet che . progreſs/ of vice is ſo rapidꝭ that th& crimes: of the 


wicked: may unawares draw it down upon us with accumulated 


watch. Werhave had many. deliverances-1n:this Land: God has 
bleſſed this nation · beyond moſt, if not auy part of the urid. Let 
us not cbntinue to pervert His Bleſſmmgs. Deliverances from evil 
are but illi repaid by ſuch ingratitude. Therefore that Virtue 2 
Religion may be re- eſtabliſned: uni verſally among us by our. So- 


© *verrign's Example and Authority, let us all, in -chankfulnefs for 


this His freſh preſervation of us, pray fervently and with ern 
_ arg 60D 2 THE KING. 
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